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James Brodie   

China-Britain Business Council 

 

SCILT Business Brunch 

Edinburgh – January 30th 2017 

“From Monkhood to 
Motorbikes: My Adventures 
with Modern Languages so 
far…" 
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Topics 

• CBBC Overview 

• My own journey  

• Living in a foreign country 

• How could you prepare for this? 

• Future trends 
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The CBBC Network  

Beijing 

Shenyang 

Qingdao 

Xi’an 

Nanjing 

Shanghai 

Hangzhou 

Wuhan 

Changsha 

Chengdu 

Chongqing 

Shenzhen 
Guangzhou 
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English + French + Mandarin  
(and throw in a little luck) = 

 
THIS 

http://www.biglo.fr/portfolio-video.php?portfolio_id=27
http://www.biglo.fr/portfolio-video.php?portfolio_id=27
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Why could you end up 
working with China? 

 
• Linguistic or cultural interest 
• Future economic superpower 
• Explosion of cultural change 
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How to prepare for this? 

• By taking an interest early on  
• Getting to know China (on Gap Year?) 
• Learning of language 
• Focus on an area in which Scotland has 

comparative advantage (creative 
sector/engineering/renewables/education/life 
sciences, niche retail products, etc.) 



日(sun)  +  月(moon) = 明 (Bright) 
 
人 (man)  + 木(tree)  = 休 (Rest) 
 
力 (strength)  + 田 (field) = 男(Male) 
 
人 (man)  + 囗(enclosure) =  囚(Prisoner) 
 
女 (woman)  + 子 (child)   = 好 (Good) 
 
 

Learning the language – it can be fun – 
honest! 
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Future Trends 

• More Chinese coming to Scotland 
• More Exporting from Scotland to China 
• China is changing fast 
• Ultimately for you to determine! 

https://twitter.com/XHNews/status/658837440375844864


Do not remove this box 

 
 

Thank you! 
谢谢！ 

 
 
 

james.brodie@cbbc.org 
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