İBilingualism DOES
Matter!

 Language

and culture are central to identity
(Edwards, 2009; Cummins, 2001; Chow &
Cummins, 2003)
 The right of every child to maintain these
elements of ‘self’ (Lundy, 2012; Hernandez,
2014; Lundy 2014).
 Rapid learning of English and ‘new arrivals’
homogenising with British culture and values
is at odds with current Scottish educational
policy aiming to foster children’s home
language (Cameron 2012).
 GIRFEC
 UN Convention on Rights of the Child

Key messages…
 It

is a child’s legal right to be able to maintain their
own language and culture in order to be able to
express themselves freely and so that their voice is
heard.
 If we truly want to get it right for every child then
nurturing their linguistic and cultural heritage is
vital.
 All language learning and literacy are intrinsically
linked.
 Use of MT language(s) to bridge the gap.

The MTOT Project
2

categories: Mother Tongue/ Other
Tongue
 14/15 pilot
 15/16 400 entries
 4 workshops for 50+ teachers
 Pupils aged 5 – 17
 36 different languages
 Celebration event and prize-giving

The Project

Celebration Event @SECC

 Performances

Celebration Event @ SECC





















Pupil interviews

Mother Tongue Other Tongue has been first of all a great and unique opportunity to use the
language.
By using the language more than usual and in a school setting, children felt they could improve
their language skills.
Many children reported their writing skills in the mother tongue to be low. If parents were unable
to assist their children in this process, the pupils still managed to produce a piece of poetry using
creative literacy skills by transcribing the sounds of their mother tongue based on English phonics.
A lot of children have expressed their fear of losing their mother tongue as English becomes
dominant in their everyday life. MTOT has been a real relief for them as it was seen as a way to
prevent language attrition.
Despite having a real impact on each child’s individual perceptions, Mother Tongue Other
Tongue has also been felt as a genuine collaborative experience. Children enjoyed sharing
languages, being part of a group and learning about others’ languages too.
Children were able to talk about aspects of their mother tongue, as they perceive it, whether they
are formal or social aspects of the language; They developed thoughts on the mother tongue /
metalinguistic skills.
For many, finding or creating a poem in the mother tongue meant recalling memories from their
early years. Children were happy to share these memories, whether they were stories, songs, life
experiences or parts of their cultural heritage.
As a follow-up project to MTOT, some children have expressed the idea of then teaching their
mother tongue to the rest of the school and sharing their knowledge of languages. Along with
the language itself, some children feel it is important to pass on both their linguistic and cultural
heritage to make other pupils aware of language diversity.
Children’s first reaction when the competition project was put forward was not always a positive
one; reluctance to participate was sometimes due to a lack of confidence using their mother
tongue in the school setting. The project boosted their confidence.
Overall, participating in Mother Tongue Other Tongue was seriously seen as an important task of
representing one’s own language and culture.
k) Writing the commentary in English has also been appreciated. Children got to express their
feelings and feedback on the experience. Children appreciated using both languages and felt it
was important to keep bilingualism balanced.

Testimonials


“Being part of the Mother Tongue Other Tongue project has been a
privilege. I have heard the ‘other voices’ of my bilingual pupils,
witnessed them careful craft their poems, laugh about the differences in
language and, above all, feel valued and respected for their ability to
speak with another voice. This event has opened my eyes to the
importance of supporting children to continue to learn in their mother
tongue and of engaging with my pupils’ voices, in whatever language
that may be.”
Ruth Cunningham, Teacher, Renfrewshire Council



“Congratulations to these hardworking and creative pupils. They have
demonstrated excellent language skills against a very competitive field.
Knowing other languages is such a great skill for life and this project
shines a light on some excellent work throughout the country.”
Councillor Maureen Henry, East Dunbartonshire Council



“Don't stop using your mother tongue! It helps us remember who we
are!”
Kirsten Barrett, Teacher, Glasgow City Council via Twitter

Next Steps…..
 Sign

up to Bilingualism Matters
 Sign up to weekly SCILT e-bulletin
 Register your school for MTOT project
 On-line evaluation to be sent out
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