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In March 2011 the 
Census asked for the 
first time in its history  
whether people could 
speak, read, write or 
understand Scots. 

At the time the 
population of Scotland 
was 5,295,403.

What is Scots?
How confident would 
you be answering the 
question:
What is Scots?

- slang?
- Gaelic?
- local dialect?
- a language like 
English, French or 
German?



Early level Literacy and English
First level Expressive Arts 

First level Modern Languages

• Engages with and enjoys watching, reading or listening to 
different texts, including stories, songs and rhymes, and can 
share likes and dislikes. (Literacy)

• Uses expression in role, conveying a character through body 
language, for example, facial expression. (Drama)

• Performs songs with enthusiasm from a range of styles and 
cultures, demonstrating a variety of basic singing techniques, 
for example, accurate pitch, good diction and appropriate 
dynamics, for example, loud or quiet. (Music)

• Participates actively in songs and rhymes in the target 
language. (Modern Languages)



• … they develop strategies to 
understand, analyse and evaluate texts, 
utilising skills such as cultural 
knowledge and prior learning…

• …developing their independence in 
selecting strategies and resources to aid 
their comprehension of unfamiliar 
texts…

• Writing in Scots is a way to develop 
learners’ ability to explore word 
patterns, text structures and to engage 
with texts…

• Use of Scots was increasing their skills in 
creating convincing characters and 
settings, and achieving particular effects 
through language… 



From Burns to The Gruffalo
& Fae scrievin oan paper

tae typin fir the internet oan a phone…



Literacy and writing in Scots
• While old literary Scots, such as Robert Burns' poetry, represents a more 

standardized form of the written language: 

Wee, sleeket, cowran, tim’rous beastie,

O, what a panic’s in thy breastie!

Thou need na start awa sae hasty,

Wi’ bickerin brattle!
I wad be laith to rin an’ chase thee

Wi’ murd’ring pattle!

• Contemporary Scots is written in the same form as the spoken word

• Since Scots is non-standardised and diverse, it is important that learners 
use and experiment with Scots language in their writing without the fear 
of 'getting it wrong.' Rather than excessive correction, the aim of writing 
is to encourage consistency. And to embrace local or regional dialects!



What 
about in 

these 
tweets 

from the 
Police?



• Orcadian: “Whar ur ye gaan tae, peedie broon moose?

Will ye no tak yer denner in me undergrund hoose?”

• Shetlandic: Noo, Tod da fox tinks, "Dat's juist whit A'm wantin! 

A'll glaep up dat moose, for A'm juist black fantin.”

• Doric:                  “Roast tod’s beens! I’m aff!” Tod said.

“Cheeriebye, wee moose,” an awa he gaed.

• Glaswegian: “Curried owl in batter? That’s gien me the boak!

Ah’m offski, wee man, afore Ah choke.”

Examples of different dialects published in The Scots Gruffalo series



Scots as an L3 language in 1+2
German, Scots and English Links

German Scots English

mehr mair more

licht licht light

nacht nicht night

gehen gang go

kirche kirk church

kennen ken know

lange lang long

Many authorities are including Scots within their 1+2 language learning 
plans. Scots meets the criteria to be included as an L3. One popular way 
to learn about Scots is making language links to other modern languages 
learners may also be studying



Scots as L3 in 1+2

Scots Scandinavian Languages

hoose hus (Swe / Dan / Nor)

oot ute (Swe/Nor)                 ud (Dan)

efter efter (Swe / Dan )            etter (Nor)         

flitt flytta (Swe)                     flytte (Dan / Nor)

greet grata    (Swe)                       grate (Nor)  

bairn barn     (Swe / Dan / Nor / Ice )

for Scotland’s learners with Scotland’s educators



Scots as L3 in Fyvie P4 class with Orcadian teacher 



Scots as L3 in 1+2 answered by P5-7 class in Shetland 



Scots as L3 in 1+2 answered by P5-7 class in Shetland 



Scots Learning Centre  Loads of audio 
material, lessons, 
games and video 

created to be 
used in schools 



SQA Scots Language Award  
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Ony Questions fir wis?

Bruce Eunson & Laura Green

Bruce.Eunson@educationscotland.gov.scot

l.green@scotslanguage.com
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