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Resource 3: Pre-course task
A couple of weeks before the session, ask colleagues to complete two simple tasks with a trusted group:
Find out what students want to be able to say in the target language, by asking them to talk about this or jot down ideas one lesson.
Jot down over the course of a lesson each time a student produces unprompted, ‘spontaneous’ target language (and any brief characteristics e.g. boy, girl, able, EAL, SEN etc.). This might include a pupil asking for something e.g. Can I go to the loo? or adding something extra e.g. Is it maybe ‘b’ because the man didn’t want to see that film? or Can I have some paper, please?
You may prefer to allocate one of these tasks to half of the teachers attending and the other task to the other half, without necessarily explaining to each group what the other group is doing. This will allow discussion of the two aspects of speaking in the target language. This would particularly suit a large group of teachers attending the CPD session.
Trainer’s notes, preparing for the follow-up session
You may want to bear in mind the points below and introduce them into discussion if this does not occur naturally.
1. What motivates students to speak in the target language?
Possible areas might include:
their own lives / the lives of others in the target language cultures (e.g. TV, music, sport, fashion)
to be able to chat to new people they meet here or abroad for social purposes; getting to know people; later in life, for business purposes
to be able to ask / find out things when abroad e.g. how to order in a bar/café or buy tickets etc.
to be able to comment / give opinions on things that are going on e.g. current talent shows / football / what they have seen on TV / the internet or what is happening live in the lesson e.g. Jack’s tapping me on the shoulder with his ruler / she’s cheating because she’s looking in a book / Leila’s late because she’s with Ms Smith etc.
to tell jokes / be popular / win points
to say things to friends / teachers that others can’t understand! (e.g. other teachers / parents).
How much are they currently saying in the target language?




Typically, more confident average to above average ability boys[footnoteRef:1] will contribute most to lessons. Students who are less confident about speaking in front of others or are generally risk-averse will shy away from whole-class speaking or in initiating speech in the target language. [1:  Amanda Barton’s 2003 book pointed to research showing boys preferred speaking to the other three skills] 

Results may show that some students show more confidence (if these situations are there in language lessons) when working in a pair or small group or when acting out a piece of drama. Equally, if the opportunities are provided, some students will respond well to giving short presentations, using e.g. photos, multi-media presentations or notes to prompt. Others may be seen using the target language in whole-class games where this is required.
Try to establish in this first session what the starting point is for students currently with the colleagues you are working with and then where the students would like to go.
Check through brief discussion to see whether there is any way of developing linguistic competence through the areas which students would like to cover. Could learning about e.g. other countries’ cultures help students to acquire language? Does it help with either lexis or grammar if students learn to ask for things in the target language?
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